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GIS Day and Geography Awareness Week
Events in the Intermountain Region

Intermountain News

Yes, it’s that time of year again.  Time to
celebrate geography, GIS and, of course, remote sensing.
It’s Geography Awareness Week and GIS Day.

The National Geographic Society has sponsored
Geography Awareness Week since 1987 to promote
geographic literacy in schools, communities, and organi-
zations. Geography Awareness Week will be held Novem-
ber 11-17, 2001. National GIS Day 2001 will be held
Wednesday, November 14.  In Utah, the statewide GIS
Day will be a week earlier on November 7.

GIS Day is a grassroots event that showcases
real-world applications of geospatial technology. The
event is principally sponsored by the National Geographic
Society, the Association of American Geographers,
University Consortium for Geographic Information
Science, the U.S. Geological Survey, The Library of
Congress, and ESRI.

Below is a synopsis of the main Geography
Awareness Week and GIS Day events in Utah and Idaho.
For more information and an up-to-date event listing, see
www.gisday.com.

Utah GIS Day— Wednesday, November 7
Location: Larry H. Miller Entrepreneurship

Campus, Salt Lake Community College, 9750 South 300
West, Sandy, Utah

Organizer: Cindy Clark, Utah Automated
Geographic Information Center

Web address: http://agrc.its.state.ut.us
Utah GIS Day will feature a map gallery and GIS

demonstrations by many different government agencies,
educational institutions and private companies from the
Salt Lake City area.

University of Utah Geography Awareness
Open House— Tuesday, November 13 (11 am to 2 pm)

Location: University of Utah Department of
Geography, Orson Spencer Hall, 260 South Campus
Drive, Salt Lake City, Utah

Organizer: Joel Siderius

Web address:
www.geog.utah.edu/

The University
of Utah Department of
Geography’s informal
open house, with poster
papers, university faculty
and student researchers as well as other representatives of
the Salt Lake City geography community.

Idaho State University GIS Day— Wednesday,
November 14

Location: GIS Center at ISU, Gravely Hall, B-19,
Pocatello, Idaho

Organizer: Keith Weber
Web address: http://giscenter.isu.edu/
ISU GIS Day will feature an open house in the

morning followed by a Southeast Idaho GIS User’s Group
meeting.

Utah State University GIS Day— Wednesday,
November 14

Location: Utah State University College of
Natural Resources Atrium, UMC 5240 Old Main Hill,
Logan, Utah

Organizer: Bonnie Banner
Web address: www.gis.usu.edu
An open house of the Remote Sensing /GIS

Teaching Lab, a map gallery of GIS applications, and
field data collection demonstrations.
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Greetings to all of you in the Intermountain
Region of ASPRS.  My tenure began in May along with
our new Vice President Cindy Clark.  We have joined
incumbent officers Lloyd Blackburn and Bruce Finch who
continue to eagerly support the activities of the Inter-
mountain Region.  At a Board meeting on October 7 we
planned our Fall Technical meeting for November 30,
2001 at the College of Eastern Utah in Price.  Cindy
Clark is heading the organization of this meeting which
will be between 10:30 and 3:00.  Our Winter Meeting is
currently slated for February 8, 2001 at Weber State
University and the Spring Meeting will be scheduled for
late April in Boise, Idaho.  As you all know, our region is
very spread out so we are trying to plan meetings such
that our members have an opportunity to attend at least
one regional meeting every year.  As a relatively new
member of the region, I look forward to meeting more of
you at the coming meetings.

The horrible events of September remind us of
the importance of our profession to our country.  As a
researcher in lidar technology, I was amazed to have a
colleague of mine send me an email showing a lidar map
of ground zero in New York City shortly after the event
happened.  At a time when all other aircraft were
grounded, approval was granted to this flight in order the
document the destruction and presumably help quantify
the size of the task ahead through detailed contour
mapping.  It was not many years ago that few people
knew what lidar technology was, and even fewer had
systems.  Unfortunately, many of our members involved in
aerial surveys have not been as lucky as the lidar folks in
New York and don’t yet have permission from the FAA to
fly over certain parts of urban areas.   On October 12,
2001, our ASPRS National Director George Hepner (also

a member of our region) sent a letter to the National
Security Council and FAA on behalf of ASPRS requesting
waiver to Enhanced Class B airspace for aerial photo over
flights.  Let us hope this effort succeeds.  I encourage all
of you to follow and support this effort by going to the
national ASPRS website at www.asprs.org and looking up
the News and External Affairs section and reading up.

In the meanwhile, many of our members in the
intelligence and law enforcement communities continue
to apply their remote sensing and GIS skills in protecting
benefiting our great county through emergency prepared-
ness plans, infrastructure protection, and intelligence
gathering.  I and my colleagues at Logan’s Space Dynam-
ics Lab are personally proud to be a part of that effort
through involvement with Department of Defense
contracts in remote sensor development, as I’m sure many
of our other members are who are similarly employed
throughout our region.

I encourage you to stay involved our ASPRS
regional activities and to let me hear from you with ideas
on how we can make the Intermountain Region stronger,
and on ways your Board of Directors and Officers can
serve you more effectively.  Let’s make this a great year!

Bob Pack
rtpack@cc.usu.edu

Intermountain Region President’s Message

Conference Announcement and
Call for Papers: RS 2002

The USDA Forest Service is pleased to announce
the Ninth Biennial Forest Service Remote Sensing
Applications Conference (RS 2002), April 8-12, 2002 at
the Red Lion Hanalei Hotel, San Diego, California.

The conference will address all aspects of remote
sensing for land management activities. For 2002, the
emphasis is on rapid delivery of remote sensing products.
In addition to the plenary session, there will be a day of
workshops and breakout sessions.  Participants can view
some of the latest technology and processing techniques at
concurrent vendor and poster sessions.

There is a call for papers and posters out now,
and abstracts may be submitted online before the Novem-
ber 12 deadline.  For more information, visit the RS 2002
website at: www.fs.fed.us/eng/rsac/rs2002/

RS 2002 is co-sponsored by the USDA Forest
Service Remote Sensing Applications Center and San
Diego State University’s Center for Earth Systems
Analysis Research (CESAR).  The Forest Service Pacific
Southwest Region will host the conference.
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Intermountain Region
Fall Technical Meeting

· Mapping Utah geology

· The NRIS Terra model

· RS on the Fishlake National Forest

Friday, November 30
10:30 am to 3:00 pm

College of Eastern Utah
Price, Utah
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Site preparation.

It passes above the horizon for
less than 15 minutes, several times a day,
at an altitude of approximately 700
kilometers.  What is it, and why is the
Forest Service interested in tracking it?

The answer is NASA’s Terra
satellite.  One of the sensors on board
Terra is the Moderate Resolution Imaging
Spectroradiometer, MODIS— an important tool for
monitoring our national forests.  The USDA Forest
Service Remote Sensing Applications Center (RSAC) in
Salt Lake City expects to begin receiving data from
MODIS via direct broadcast later this month.

MODIS data is transmitted directly to about 50
ground stations worldwide that are equipped with an X-
band receiving system and appropriate hardware and
software. This real-time data stream carries the data from
all 36 spectral bands for the entire MODIS field of view
(2330 km) whenever MODIS can be seen from the ground
station.  RSAC will be able to collect daily and nightly
(thermal)  imagery for the entire western conterminous
United States.  The anticipated launch of a second
MODIS instrument on the Aqua satellite in March 2002
will provide additional daily passes.

The seven MODIS “land bands” are a close
spectral equivalent to Landsat Thematic Mapper data,
with the added advantage of more frequent coverage

(daily compared to 16-day intervals) and a much wider
field of view.  Spatial resolution is 250 meters for red and
near-IR, 500 meters for blue, green and mid-IR wave-
lengths.  Other MODIS bands, including georeferencing
information, are based on 1-kilometer pixels.

More about the Terra satellite can be found at:
http://terra.nasa.gov/.  There are many websites devoted
to MODIS— a good starting point is the MODIS Home
Page with its image gallery and links to the various
MODIS science teams: http://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/.

RSAC is already using MODIS imagery obtained
from Internet archives to support fire, watershed rehabili-
tation and other natural resource applications.  The
capability of obtaining real-time data will be especially
useful for fire mapping.  To see RSAC wildfire maps
derived from MODIS data, visit the National Interagency
Fire Center website at: www.nifc.gov/firemaps.html.

The RSAC MODIS direct broadcast receiving
system is being built under contract by Jackson & Tull
SMARTech, Monks Corner, South Carolina,
www.smartstation.com.  Delivery and installation of the
rooftop X-band antenna was completed on October 27,
with computer hardware and software installation and
training taking place in November.

For more information, contact Keith Lannom,
RSAC Operations Leader, at klannom@fs.fed.us or at
(801) 975-3765.

Unpacking. Attaching the dish. Finishing touches.

Delivery and installation of the rooftop X-band antenna was
completed October 27, with computer hardware and software

installation and training taking place in November.

MODIS Comes to RSAC: Direct Broadcast Receiver



Intermountain Region Officers

ASPRS Intermountain Region
c/o Richard Warnick
USDA Forest Service RSAC
2222 West 2300 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84119

Robert T. Pack, President
(435) 797-7049
rtpack@cc.usu.edu

Cindy Clark, Vice President
(801) 537-9201
agrcclark@gis.state.ut.us

Bruce D. Finch, Secretary/Treasurer
(801) 975-3522
bfinch@apfo.usda.gov

Lloyd Blackburn, National Director
(801) 975-3793
lblackburn@fs.fed.us

Calendar of Events

ASPRS Intermountain Region
Fall Technical Meeting

Price, UT  November 30, 2001

ASPRS Intermountain Region
Winter Technical Meeting

Ogden, UT  February 8, 2002

RS 2002 Ninth Biennial Forest Service
Remote Sensing Applications Conference

San Diego, CA  April 8-12, 2002
www.fs.fed.us/eng/rsac/rs2002/

2002 ASPRS-ACSM Annual Conference
and FIG XXII Congress

Washington, DC  April 22-26, 2002
www.fig2002.com/


