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We Are Ready to Co-host the ASPRS Annual Conference
Reno, Nevada - May 1-5, 2006

Intermountain News

Planning for the 2006 Conference and Exhibition

of the American Society for Photogrammetry and Remote

Sensing (ASPRS), to be held May 1-5, 2006, at the Reno

Hilton Hotel in Reno Nevada is well underway. The

Intermountain and Northern California Regions are

hosting this conference, last held in Reno in 1995.  The

conference planning committee, with George Hepner,

Intermountain

Region (IR), and

Alan Mikuni,

Northern California

Region (NCR),

serving as Co-

Directors, has

assembled an

exciting array of

workshops, papers,

and sessions to

guide you through

the process of

“prospecting for

geospatial informa-

tion integration.”

Technical sessions,

poster sessions, coffee breaks, a variety of networking

events, and a gala social event at the Reno Automobile

Museum will all provide ample opportunity to make and

renew professional and social friendships. The Exhibition

will provide the venue for commercial, government, and

non-for-profit organizations to demonstrate the latest

innovations in technology, systems, techniques, and

applications in our rapidly evolving field of endeavor.

Space shuttle Discovery astronaut Steven

Robinson from the STS-114 mission in July and August of

2005 has been invited to serve as keynote speaker. In

addition, a special plenary session will be held on the

White House’s support for Landsat continuity.

The conference committee consists of Trish

Foschi (NCR) and Doug Ramsey (IR) – Technical

Program, Cindy

Clark (IR) and

Mike Hearty (NCR)

– Student Volun-

teers, Clay Conway

(IR) - Corporate

Sponsorship,

Lorraine Amenda

(NCR) and George

Hepner (IR) –

Keynote Program,

Lorraine Amenda

(NCR) and Anna

Marie Kinerney

(ASPRS-HQ) –

Social Events, and

Jeff Sano and Bob

Vitales (NCR) – Logistics/Preliminary Planning.  On-site

volunteers will be needed for assistance for the Technical

Program and Social Events Committees.  Please contact

your Intermountain Region committee co-chairs if you are

interested in assisting.

Looking forward to seeing you in Reno in May

2006!  -- Alan Mikuni  amikuni@usgs.gov.

Prospecting for geospatial information integration

mailto://amikuni@usgs.gov
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GIS Day Celebrations in Utah - 2005

On November 17, 2005, the Governor of Utah,
Jon Huntsman, proclaimed our annual State GIS Day. The
event was held at the Miller Campus of Salt Lake Com-
munity College. It was sponsored in partnership by the
Coalition for GIS Education in K-12 Schools, the Auto-
mated Geographic Reference Center (AGRC), the Utah
Geography Alliance, the Intermountain Region of the
Association of Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing
(ASPRS), and the Utah Geographic Information Council.

Demonstrators included, Don Cressall, Davis
School District Technology Specialist, who showed the
students “What is GIS?” and how it is “spatial.” Dave

Davis, of the Farm Service’s Aerial Photo Field Office,
and Mr. Manley’s 6th grade students showed how aerial
photography can be used with GIS to analyze the changes
in our surroundings. Kevin Sato, the Murray City GIS
Coordinator, showed how he uses GIS to do the daily
work in the Public Works Department of Murray City.
Cody Spendlove, the Central Utah Regional School
trainer, showed how he used GIS to map ancient symbols
used by the Anasazi Indians to find water. The last
presenter was Pat Lambrose, the Salt Lake District
trainer, showing the teachers and students how GPS
works and how they can use a GPS with GIS to do many
projects in their classrooms.

There were over 400 students that went through
the different demonstrations. These students were from
either the 4th, 5th, or 6th grade classes of Hillsdale,
Horizon, Escalante, Woodstock, Viewmont, and Columbia
Elementary schools. There was also a short demonstration
by Kevin Sato on the GIS operations for a group of state
specialists who were looking at the new GIS program for
the high schools.

This is the eighth year that Utah has sponsored
GIS Day. Every year over 400 students participate.
Besides the State GIS Day, there are other GIS Day
celebrations held across the state from Logan to Cedar
City. If you are interested in holding your own GIS Day in
November of 2006, contact Cindy Clark, AGRC, 801-537-
9201, cclark@utah.gov, for further information.

RS 2006 USDA Forest Service Conference

Utah Governor Jon Huntsman and friends

RS 2006, the Eleventh Biennial Forest Service
Remote Sensing Applications Conference, will be held at
the Sheraton City Centre in Salt Lake City, Utah, April
24-28, 2006.  The theme will be “New Remote Sensing
Technologies for Resource Managers.”   The conference
will emphasize emerging remote sensing and geospatial
technologies and new applications of established tech-
nologies that benefit the resource management commu-
nity.  Registration includes free workshops on image
processing and photogrammetry.

More than 100 papers and posters for all phases
of remote sensing used in resource management activities
will be presented.  Topics include: wildfire mapping, lidar
and SAR, land cover mapping, resource assessment and
modeling, remote sensing with UAVs, resource inventory
and accuracy assessment, forest health, and invasive
species.

As in the past, the conference is national in
scope.  Participants include remote sensing professionals
from the Forest Service, academic institutions, and the
private sector.  RS 2006 is co-sponsored by the USDA
Forest Service Remote Sensing Applications Center,
NASA and the University of Utah Department of Geogra-
phy.  For more information, see the RS 2006 website:
http://www.fs.fed.us/eng/rsac/RS2006/

mailto://cclark@utah.gov
http://www.fs.fed.us/eng/rsac/RS2006/
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A Message from the President

Greetings from the heart of the Colorado Plateau
– in far southeastern Utah!  It has been my privilege to
serve as vice-president of the Intermountain Region for
the past few years and during this time I have managed to
travel throughout the Region.  I have
met with Region members in Salt Lake,
Cedar City, Pocatello, Boise, and
Moscow.  I am excited about the whole
‘geospatial scene,’ about being presi-
dent this next year, and I look forward
to meeting more of you!

Newly-elected officers are all
relatively new in ASPRS, bringing fresh
enthusiasm.  I joined in late 2002;
Laurie Ames, vice president, joined as a
student member in 1999, and David
Maxwell, secretary-treasurer, joined in
2005.  We extend thanks to Cindy Clark
for her service as president for the past
several years and to Rich Warnick who
has stepped down as secretary-treasurer
but continues as interim (see below)
newsletter editor.  Lloyd Blackburn, a
veteran ASPRS member, continues as
Regional Director.

I’m a geologist, having worked for 20 years as a
research scientist for the U.S. Geological Survey and
having run a consulting business, Gæaorama, Inc., for the
past 10 years.  Gæaorama (Greek – views of the earth)
does natural resource assessment and development
utilizing GIS, remote sensing, and a little photogramme-
try.  I am a Fellow of the Geological Society of America,
am currently nominated as a Fellow of the Society of
Economic Geology, and belong to a number of other
geological professional organizations.

Ames, a graduate in geography from the Univer-
sity of Idaho, is a remote sensing analyst for the Nez
Perce Tribe and lives near Moscow, Idaho.  She brings a
much-needed Idaho presence to the IR Executive Board.
She will be facilitating technical meetings in the Inter-
mountain Region.

Maxwell is GIS Program Director and Lecturer
in Geographic Information Science and Global Position-
ing Systems, Southern Utah University, Cedar City.  He
received an MSc in Geographical Information Systems
from Manchester Metropolitan University, UK.  He is
recruiting student members into ASPRS and with others
will be establishing an ASPRS chapter in Cedar City.

The year 2006 promises to be a banner year for
the Intermountain Region, which includes all of Utah and
Idaho:

For starters, the Intermountain
Region and the Northern California
region are jointly hosting the ASPRS
Annual Meeting in Reno, May 1-5.
Make your reservations; check the
ASPRS website (www.asprs.org) for
information.  The following from our
region are serving on the organizing
committee:

George Hepner (Geography
Dept, U of U) – Conference co-chair.

Doug Ramsey (Geography
Dept, USU) – Technical program co-
chair.

Cindy Clark (Utah AGRC) –
Student volunteer coordinator.

Clay Conway (Gæaorama,
Inc.) – Corporate sponsorship/User
group coordination.

Secondly, changes will be effected
in 2006 that could dramatically increase the membership,
the activity, and the enthusiasm within IR.  Key to this
are: 1) recruiting, and 2) increased member involvement.
Let me address each of these.

Recruiting.  We are in an industry
(geotechnology or geospatial technology) that is experi-
encing tremendous growth worldwide, yet ASPRS
membership had been declining over many years until 2%
and 3% increases in 2004 and 2005, respectively.  Among
the reasons for the decine is a failure among members to
promote the benefits of membership in ASPRS to associ-
ates and students.  ASPRS is unquestionably the profes-
sional organization of most value to both academic and
private sector geotechnology professionals.  We need to
promote it as such.  I encourage you all to start beating
the drums; I particularly encourage those in academic
environments to recruit students.  Let us become Member
Champions - please visit ASPRS website or see page 114
in the February PE&RS to learn about this national
recruitment incentive program.

Member involvement.  Too few people have
become ‘invested,’ via donation of time, in the Intermoun-
tain Region.  We need to expand our scope, expand our
organizational structure, get more people involved, and
especially bring Idaho members into what has been too

Clay Conway

http://www.asprs.org/


Intermountain Region Officers

ASPRS Intermountain Region
c/o Richard Warnick
USDA Forest Service RSAC
2222 West 2300 South
Salt Lake City, UT 84119

Clay Conway, President
(435) 678-7821
conway@gaeaorama.net

Laurie Skye Ames, Vice President
lames@nezperce.org 

David Maxwell, Secretary/Treasurer
(435) 865-8326
maxwell@suu.edu

Lloyd Blackburn, National Director
(801) 975-3793
lloyd.blackburn@networld.com

much, perhaps, an organization of the Wasatch Front in
Utah.

We will be doing some new things along the
following lines (details yet to be confirmed by Executive
Committee):

Establish a Nominations and Elections Committee
Find a new Newsletter Editor and establish a News-

letter Committee (for themes, advertising,
editorial control, technical papers(?), and
regional input)

Establish a By-laws Committee and make revisions to
By-laws

Establish an Awards and Scholarships Committee
Establish a Technical Meetings Committee to assist

vice president
Establish Chapters and chapter leadership
Establish a Liaison Committee to collaborate with

other geospatial entities in and near our Region.
Along these lines – your suggestions are wel-

come – please send!

Especially – right now – We need a newsletter
editor/webmaster.  I asked Rich to do this issue, but we
need someone new to prepare issues in April, June,
August, October, and December.  A volunteer would be
very much appreciated.  I’d really like to find someone
in Idaho.

Kudos to Jacob Mundt, Idaho State University
Boise Center Aerospace Laboratory, for organizing the
very successful one-day technical meeting in Boise
November 3, 2005.  We’d like to hold two meetings later
in the year (we won’t compete in spring with National
Meeting in Reno).  We’ve got a couple of possibilities in
mind, but would like to have input and volunteering from
you – which might also include meetings in 2007 that we
need to get started on now.  Please contact vice president
Laurie Ames (see below).

-- Clay Conway, ASPRS Intermountain Region president
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