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May 5, 2003

Prepared by:  John R. Simmers, PPD Assistant Director and Chair of the Licensing Committee

Region:  Alaska

Reported By:  Paul Brooks- National Director, Alaska Region

Current Activity:  Tony Follett (ASPRS Alaska Region representative on Licensing issues for Photogrammetrists and GIS Professionals) has been working with the Alaska Board of Architects, Engineers and Land Surveyors and reports that the Board has had discussions on the NCEES  Model Law, but has not taken any action at this time. Tony reports that it is on the agenda for future discussion, and he will represent ASPRS at their meetings.

Region:  Central

Reported By:  Kari Craun- National Director, Central Region

Current Activity:  There is no known legislative activity on this subject in the Central Region.  One related item of concern is the USACE requiring ASPRS certifications for all three functional areas:  Mapping, GIS and Remote Sensing.  This is in the current announcement from Omaha Corps of Engineers.  This is concerning, as so very few people have the 'new' ASPRS GIS & Remote Sensing certifications..."

Region:  Columbia River

Reported By:  Doug Smith- Columbia River Region, Margo Blosser- Past President CRR

Current Activity:  The Oregon Joint Task Force on Surveying, GIS, Photogrammetry and Cartography agreed last summer to take the following recommendations to the member organizations (URISA, OGISA (state / county GIS coordinators), PLSO, ASPRS and others).  The recommendations were: 

1.  Disclaimer

2.  Consider/Evaluate options for State and/or National Certification of GIS professionals

3.  Implement Model Law 

Last fall, the task force met and confirmed that the various professional organizations agreed that these are the actions to take.  Currently OGISA is pursuing finalizing a disclaimer to be used on all public GIS maps as well as evaluating Certification for GIS professionals.  The disclaimer is being actively developed.  Certification is only in the evaluation stages and it has not been decided whether or not this should be implemented.  As far as the Model Law, this is being actively pursued (though more slowly at this point).  The Joint Task Force made a presentation to the PLSO members at the annual PLSO conference held this spring in Albany.  The understanding is that there is general consensus that implementing the concepts set forth in the Model Law is the correct course of action.  The ASPRS CRR did recommend some changes and the PLSO chapters will most likely have some specific issues also.  Though there seems to be general agreement as to the overall concepts.  The Model Law will not go to the legislature this session.  A specific time frame has not been set.  Feedback will be attained from the PLSO chapters and that will set the final schedule/approach.

With respect to GIS professionals what is being discussed at this point is certification of GIS Professionals and not licensure.  There seems to be strong support for the idea of certification for GIS professionals but licensure is not seen as necessary or appropriate.

 

To link to the Oregon Task Force web page and the proposed action items, go to: www.asprs.org/columbiariver

Region:  Eastern Great Lakes

Reported By:  Charles Olson- National Director, Eastern Great Lakes Region

Current Activity:  Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Michigan- no licensing activity to report.

Region:  Intermountain

Reported By:  Lloyd Blackburn- National Director, Intermountain Region
Current Activity:   Utah and Idaho- no licensing activity to report.
Region:  North Atlantic

Reported By:  David Bowen- National Director, North Atlantic Region

Current Activity:  Over the last year there were no known North Atlantic Region activities in direct support of licensing photogrammetrists and/or GIS practitioners.
Region:  Potomac

Reported By:  John Simmers- Member, Potomac Region Licensure Committee

Current Activity:  Virginia- Potomac Region’s licensure committee continues working with PR members, ASPRS HQ, state surveyors, GIS professionals, and others, to establish consensus on definitions and issues.  Virginia’s Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR) will be performing a study during 2003 to determine the effects of licensing and future actions.  The PR Licensure Committee has held meetings with state GIS managers to discuss the issues, concerns, etc.  Meeting minutes and reports are included below.

The Virginia Department of Professional and Occupational Regulation (DPOR) Oversight Board has been requested by the Virginia Architects, Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors, Certified Interior Designers, and Landscape Architects (APELSCIDLA) Board to perform a study regarding the licensing of photogrammetrists in Virginia and the effects of such licensing and future actions required.  The Oversight Board will initiate the study in June 2003, with recommendations tentatively concluded prior to the 2004 Virginia General Assembly Session.  The PR Licensure Committee plans to maintain a proactive posture and work closely with the DPOR Oversight Board to insure the needs of the photogrammetry and GIS communities are understood and addressed regarding licensure. 

DETAILED REPORTS AVAILABLE:

· GIS Comments Regarding Issues and Concerns

· NOVA GIS Managers Meeting Minutes

· ASPRS PR Licensure Committee Response to GIS Comments

Reported By:  Tim Merrill- President, NC Chapter of the Potomac Region

Current Activity:  North Carolina- Licensing of photogrammetrists has been enacted, and grandfather period has expired.  There is no "photogrammetric" test yet.  To date the NC Board has had very few requests from individuals who are pursuing a photogrammetric license. Those few were encouraged to continue along their educational path with the understanding that the Board will continue their pursuit of test questions.  South Carolina is about to finish their grandfather period, and then the reciprocity issues probably will start. The photogrammetric test will be even more important then.  The NC surveying society is lobbying for a 4-year degree requirement before sitting for the SIT.  Initial understanding by the NC Board is that this would be in a step system the same as the engineers, whereby years of schooling would replace years of experience. However, the NC Chapter understands that the society has it written that a 4-year degree would be required regardless of experience. That brings up several issues, such as there is only one education option in NC currently for a surveying degree and none for photogrammetry.  Even the Board was fighting with the question of which should happen first.  Will the requirement force more educational coursework, or should the courses be in place before instituting any degree requirement. 

Region:  Southwest

Reported By:  Jerry Wagner- National Director, Southwest Region
Current Activity:   No licensing activity to report.

The remainder of the regions did not submit a report.

