
Climate Change Committee Meeting 
March 24, 2013 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Attendees: 
John McCombs -Chair 
Sergio Bernardes - Co-chair 
David Alvarez (GISD Director) 
Dr. Steve Degloria 
Barbara Eckstein 
Bobbi Lenczowski 
Dr. Michael Hodgson 
Gary Florence 
 
Meeting Notes: 

• Introductions 
• Activity Updates 

o Current Conference has two Climate Change Special Sessions and one Hot Topic 
 Session 1: Climate Change and the Coastal Environment  
 Session 2: Extreme Weather Monitoring with Remote Sensing 
  Hot Topic: Guideline Development for Appropriate Use of Remote Sensing Data 

for Climate Change 
o Fall Conference  

 Workshop on Coastal Inundation Mapping in the works.  The NOAA Coastal 
Services Center in Charleston, SC has a 4-hour workshop already built.  John 
McCombs is investigating getting an instructor for the fall conference. 

 Potential topics for sessions: 
• Climate model downscaling approaches 
• Agricultural topics and crop security 
• Visualizations of climate change (CaGIS is strong in 

visualization/messaging) 
 Need to be wary of potential travel issues, especially for Federal (e.g., NOAA) 

staff 
o CCC staying heavily involved with GISD, PDAD, and SAC 

 GISD webinars: CCC may give a Sea Level Rise webinar, RSAD may give Land 
Use/Land Cover change webinar  

 PDAD: Radiometry Guidelines are at the Draft Outline stage. Idea would be to 
develop guidelines for radiometrically calibrating between different sensors.  
This would allow for a calibrated archive of imagery which could be useful for 
climate change studies.  CCC may be asked to provide input as to why this 
document would be important (justification) 

 SAC: Sergio has been steadily involved in working with the SAC.  One topic of 
particular interest in a Climate Change Awareness Day (more below).  The SAC 
would like to be invited to regular conference calls as well. 

 The CCC (and all Divisions) need to take advantage of student members willing 
to participate with their activities.  Student help may be particularly useful in 
the social media realm 

o Student Credit 



 There have been past conversations on the Society working with university 
professors and students on individual study topics for school credit.  Dr. 
Hodgson and Dr. Degloria both expressed some interest in the idea.  

 How it would work needs better definition.  Would the professor approach 
ASPRS in search of a topic for a student, or would ASPRS seek  a 
professor/student to work on an item of ASPRS interest? 

 Most likely would have to be undergraduate level work.  Graduate students are 
usually pretty loaded with other work.  An undergraduate senior thesis was 
suggested as a potential level for student credit. 

 Potentially a capstone type topic? 
• Climate Change Awareness Day 

o Sergio has been working with the SAC on this idea.  Student chapters would pick a 
climate change topic and develop material (e.g., posters, brochures, web pages, 
presentations) related to remote sensing, GIS, data, tools, challenges, etc. that could be 
used as educational tools. 

o Resulting material may be used at middle/high school levels to perform further outreach 
and education 

o Would ASPRS sponsor an award to the "winning" student chapter? 
o Guidelines/rules/directions would have to be created through a combination of 

RSAD/CCC/GISD 
• Other topics: 

o Need to emphasize interactions with Regions.  Email blast through ASPRS with meeting 
notes and announcements may work, but it may be worth it to send directly to Regional 
Directors and actively seek out their input/involvement.  Regional Directors can then 
work more closely with their State/Student chapters. 

o Web content.  John is working with David Alvarez to try and get Division/Committee 
pages more consistent in layout/content. 

o It was suggested that CCC meetings could be part of RSAD meetings.  This would reduce 
the number of meetings for people to attend as well as ensure the Committee/Division 
keep working closely together.  

o Need for increasing the interaction between the CCC and the climate and weather 
community 

o Guideline development: It was suggested that CCC guidelines could be developed 
considering specific climate types or specific consequences of climate change (coral 
bleaching was mentioned)  

o Need for definition of a media, format and language to be used to communicate CCC 
activities and increase the committee’s web presence. NOAA’s technical blog was 
mentioned as a potential reference. Uncertain if blog language would be considered too 
informal for ASPRS.  
 

 


