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ASPRS Films Committee Purpose:p

To highlight key topics of significance for ASPRS and 
the geospatial community:

• Recognize our historical heritage; • Recognize our historical heritage; 
Beyond a collection– tell the story

• Document history as it happens;
C ib i  f  i iContributions from participants

• Support ASPRS activities, and 
Support the broader  ASPRS mission

• Communicate ASPRS contributions to the 
geospatial community and to the public. 

P bli   f th  l  f ASPRSPublic awareness of the value of ASPRS



Participants and Partners

Tom Keiter-- Creative Director, Penn State 
Public Broadcasting

http://www.wpsu.org/

Greg Fienberg– The Important Story–
http://www importantstory com/ http://www.importantstory.com/ 

Films Committee membership--
ASPRS Hq—
ASPRS membership–
Geospatial Community—
ASPRS Foundation—
Sponsors—
Geospatial CommunityGeospatial Community--



Key Considerations for y
Video Production

• Identification of a topic;

• Identify and assemble materials;y ;

• Develop narrative;

• Identify supporting materials; 

Edi i  d i i• Editing and revision

• Final refinements.



Identification of TopicsIdentification of Topics

Availability of resources;

Significance for ASPRS and
the geospatial community;

Historical Significance;

Recognition of ASPRS members;  

Highlight key technologies;

Support societal needs; Support societal needs; 

Look to the future . . . .



Audience:  ASPRS membership;
Geospatial community;
G l bli

Don’t list the facts–
General public;
Prospective ASPRS members.

Message:

tell the story !

Aerotriangulation: “aero triangulation formed a critical technology for 
building US spatial infrastructure.”

Lidar: “Lidar provide unique capabilities for mapping the earth’s 
surface in detail.”  

Narrative:

Aerotriangulation:  “practitioners of aerial mapping improvised new 
strategies to develop efficient capabilities for extracting  accurate strategies to develop efficient capabilities for extracting  accurate 
topographic data.” 

Lidar:   “innovation, improvisation, and improved technology created 
new techniques for aerial mapping”



identify and assemble resources   

Chuck Olson– audio interviews

TVA interviews– audio/video/archival

ASPRS interviews– audio/video
collect interviews 
collect interview

ASPRS archive

National Archives
Still images 
Video

NASA
Promotional/educational Promotional/educational 
Video interviews 

Many others . . .



Developing a Story

What is the message?What is the message?

Who is the audience?

Present facts in context of an 
engaging  narrative;

What is the narrative we can 
tell with materials at hand?

Relate narrative to information and
issues already recognized by an
audience. 

Balance appeal to specific segments with
engaging  broader geospatial community
and to publicand to public.



Film Committee 
I t i  PInterview Program

A program to develop an archive of 
i i  i h ASPRS b  dinterviews with ASPRS members and
members of the geospatial community.

Recognize honorees;Recognize honorees;

Capture history from participants, 
retrospectively  and as it happens;retrospectively, and as it happens;

Prepare materials to support defined topics
not well-covered  in other interviews. 



Mi i  C  f  I i  

Review transcripts to screen for content 

Mining Content from Interviews 

relevant for the topic at hand. 

Assess, and  evaluate,  for content and 
effect;

Reduce  duplication; 

Sort and order for content to produce a 
narrative. 



Editing and Revision

Focus and conciseness 

Visual illustration of key content
stills
text

Finding errors:
Factual errors 
Errors of emphasis Errors of emphasis 

Get the sequence right– engage the 
viewer at the very beginningviewer at the very beginning

It can always be shorter!



Schematic Overview of Production Process 

audience 
Video Stills Text

message video productionmessage video production

narrative 

Audio Music



Example

Two versions of the Aero triangulation
video– version 3 & final version,
version 6;

Interviews collected specifically for 
this video;

And . . . interviews from the archive:

Committee contributions:Committee contributions:
stills
fine-tuning 
text


